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	First Name Last Name: Kevin Wilk
	Preferred Name: 
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	Pronouns: Choice2
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	Text57: Walnut Creek City Council
	Text58: 1467520
	Text59: 
	Text60: kevinwilkforwalnutcreek.com
	Text61: Self
	Text62: 
	Text63: 
	Text64: 
	Text65: 
	Text66: FB - @kevinwilkforwalnutcreek; Insta - @Kevin_Wilk; Twitter/X - @kevinwilk
	Text67: 1) Keep Walnut Creek the vibrant and terrific progressive community to live, work, play and visit. This includes continue to aggressively combat climate change and reduce greenhouse gases.

2) Continue to protect LGBTQ+ Welcoming and Planned Parenthood patients/staff. I was the leading voice in passing a buffer zone and banning amplified noise to keep harrassment a distance away from anyone entering Planned Parenthood clinic. This was the first one passed in the East Bay, and only the 3rd in all Northern California.

3) As a well-known small city in the Bay Area, we get more than a share of hate speakers at city council meetings. I have been a leading voice speaking out against antisemitism and hate, and will continue to speak for all marginalized communities.


	Text68: To oversee the city manager and provide general direction for city priorities. These include road maintenance, public safety/welfare, increased affordable housing, combatting climate change, address homelessness, and enable the city manager to implement these at the council direction.
	Text69: I am a two-term councilmember (8 years), serving as Mayor in 2021. I have the experience and credibilty to continue to push on progressive priorities. As the only Democrat on the city council when first elected through 2020, I was able to achieve success in a variety of areas that had never been attempted before. These included raising the Pride Flag, a Resolution for Pride month, free wifi downtown, 100 % clean energy in all city owned buildings, banning flavored vapes, protecting Planned Parenthood with a buffer zone, required all city employees to be vaccinated against COVID-19 (as mayor), and opened up outdoor dining to save our businesses during the Pandemic.
	Text70: Continue to combat climate change – we have just updated our climate action plan through 2030.

Continue to provide affordable housing, and keep housing downtown where people can take public transit. I have continued to be a leading voice on this. 

Ensure public safety in Walnut Creek. I have been active proponent of ensuring a welcoming community, while provide public safety through our community policing strategy. 

Building and maintaining core infrastructure for our community through by building a new community center, swimming pool, all-weather fields, and more. I was a leading voice on Measure O which has provided a stable revenue for achieving this. 

One area that has become a priority, is unfortunate. That is speaking out against hate speech. Unrelenting hate speech in our region has accelerated since 2016, with people feeling empowered to attack any marginalized community. Being Jewish, I have been attacked and witnesses attacks on our Jewish and LGBTQ communities at city council meetings through hate speech. Not enough elected officials speak out against this. I am committed to this, and have been a leading voice in the Bay Area against hate speech. I’ve lead statewide seminars at CalCities on how we as elected officials can and need to stand up against hate speech.

	Text71: I have been the most accessible city councilmember since my election in 2016. I attend monthly meetings in several democratic clubs, I host meet and greets several times a year, I hold office hours at monthly Farmers Markets, engage consistently on social media, and always respond via email, phone, or text with constituents. I speak at events frequently throughout the city. Several constituents have written publicly that I am the most approachable and easily accessible councilmember in Walnut Creek.
	Text72: 1. As a member of DV Dems, Rossmoor Dems and Lamorinda Dems, I appreciate the endorsements I’ve received in 2016 and 2020. This has helped my credibility to Walnut Creek residents during my campaigns.
2. I will use the endorsement on printed material, and in a variety of public meetings.
3. My record of speaking in favor of endorsed candidates and issues is extensive. When I am called to help candidates, or speak out for them… I do without question.
Example: Just last month I was called by a Lafayette group that was counterprotesting a Moms For Liberty group that was protesting trans children at Lafayette Elementary. I went there, and stood on the line with all the other counterprotestors, speaking out for what’s right. 

	Text73: When I was first elected in 2016 (with the endorsement of all local Democratic groups, as well as the DPCCC), Walnut Creek was considered a conservative, non-progressive city. The saying was that “Walnut Creek leads from behind”.  With my election (even as the lone Democrat), that has changed as I began to be a vocal advocate for change, and progressive change that needed to happen. Walnut Creek is now considered a progressive city in the region, and is often a leader in taking action. Under my mayorship, we became the first city in Contra Costa to require Covid vaccinations for city employees, banning flavored vapes from being sold, protecting Planned Parenthood with a buffer zone, and passed a safe gun storage ordinance. Other county cities often follow the groundbreaking lead set by Walnut Creek, and I help any city requesting assistance in passing their own progressive ordinances. For example, I took the leadership role in Walnut Creek becoming one of the first cities in the county to pass a Resolution for Pride Month and raise the Pride Flag. Now almost all cities in the county do, taking our resolution as a blueprint. I am proud of my record of action.
	Text74: I have been a lifelong Democrat since I was 18 years old. Democrats were interested in the welfare of everyone, not just corporations and the wealthy. I am a member in good standing of Lamorinda Dems, DV Dems, and Rossmoor Dems.
	Read the party platform: Choice1
	Text76: Climate Change is the most pertinent crisis to ours and the next generations. We all need to do our part, and Walnut Creek will continue to be an active player in this through reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing electric power chargers. 

Energy is also relevant along with water conservation. I am on the CalCities Environmental Quality Policy Committee, and we need to protect our resources that are critical to our region, along with undergrounding power lines to reduce fires.

While this isn’t listed on the platform, doing all we can to support Joe Biden (or the Democratic Nominee) for president, and ensure democracy continues without a Trump 2nd term is a key priority and understood as something that CADEM has as an umbrella covering their platform. I have been a vocal supporter of our president, and we need all voices to get out the vote in November. I plan to use my platform and recognition to help get out the vote here, and wherever needed.

	Policies: Choice1
	Text77: In 2021, as mayor, Walnut Creek started the first DEI task force, which I chaired. We have made great strides in this area, and is a focus on city-wide events currently. As a city councilmember moving forward, DEI will retain that important focus, through community events like our « Cultural Faire, Arts programs, and hiring. We have an internal staff DEI team now, which helps continue DEI with our Walnut Creek employees (310+ employees).
	LGBTQIA+: Choice2
	Text78: Yes I was endorsed for both my 2016 and 2020 elections by all local clubs, including the DPCCC.
	Text79: Walnut Creek City Council – 2016-2020; 2020-2024
	Text80: I attend all county-wide events, am an active and member in good standing of 3 local parties (Lamorinda, DV, Rossmoor Dems). I support candidates that are local, speak on behalf of them, have introduced our Congressman DeSaulnier and Supervisor Carlson at county events, and have lobbied when needed in Sacramento and Washington. I also attend Tri-Valley Democratic Party events on occasion as invited. 
Due to my involvement on issues and a known local presence supporting our causes, Congressman DeSaulnier invited me as his 1 guest to a Joint Session of Congress when Israeli President Herzog spoke.

I was on the state leadership team for Biden for President in 2020.

	Text81: Lamorinda Dems (since 2016)
DV Dems (since 2015)
Rossmoor Dems (since 2016)
California League of Cities East Bay Board Member (since 2024)
Calif League of Cities Environmental Quality Policy Committee (since 2019)
Family Justice Center Board Member (Since 2023)
County Connection (CCCTA) Board Member – Currently vice-chair (Since 2016)


	Endorsed non-dems: Choice2
	Text82: N/A
	Text83: Current list at https://www.kevinwilkforwalnutcreek.com/endorsements

Included : SEIU – United Health Workers – West ; Lamorinda Democratic Club, Congressman Swalwell, State Senator Glazer, Assemblymember, Bauer-Kahan
Supervisors, Carlson, Mitchoff
Dozens of school board and locally elected officials
NOTE : Many endorsements (for example Desaulnier, newspapers, etc) don’t come out until August/September.
	Text84: DPCCC, Congressman DeSaulnier, East Bay Times, Labor/Union groups, 
various environmental groups
	Text85: I support Democratic Party platform principles, including individual rights, womens rights, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, along with ensuring  public safety, but opposing criminalization for low-level offenses. I expect elected officials to stand up against hate speech and represent everyone in our community, particularly marginalized communities, who may not have felt represented adequately in years past. The impact that I have in representing the community with this platform, has already been shown to have results, with implementing a citywide DEI taskforce, protecting Planned Parenthood, and denouncing hate speech at city council meetings, through the media, and protecting transgender rights at schools and the LGBTQAI+ community at large.
	Text86: I support immigration rights, and a system that protects new immigrants or undocumented residents with adequate health care, food, and a way to become documented in the country. By providing a base of livability, it can reduce government assistance, and help individuals and families to become self-sustaining as members of our communities. 
	Text87: Affordable childcare, and programs that support low income families is critical to providing a safety net for these families. Childcare and healthcare for all, not only helps these families, but ultimately provides for more jobs, and less government assistance required in the long term.
All students should be afforded the right to live their true selves with gender expression in the ways they are most comfortable. Public schools must support this policy, and the new California State Law the doesn't require alerting parents, continues to allow for this self-expression without fear of reprisal. 
	Text88: I am in full support of assistance to veterans, adult care, and keeping people out of nursing homes whenever possible. Transitions and help in assisted living, programs like Meals on Wheels, and in-home services allow people to retain their dignity and freedom. With our aging community , we need to do a better job in helping seniors through government and non-profit programs.
	Text89: As a strong proponent of climate change, I am in favor of vastly reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, and have led the effort to update our climate action plan to 2030, with increased charging stations, and required electric charging stations in all new buildings.
Walnut Creek has taken an aggressive stance towards new housing, has met and exceeded our RHNA numbers, and especially affordable housing. All new development must have affordable housing built-in, or paid into a fund to build new affordable housing. We have encouraged new development near BART and downtown, where cars are not required, and we can reduce traffic and Greenhouse gases at the same time. 
	Text90: I have been the leading voice in speaking out against discrimination, racism, antisemitism and hate speech of all kinds. Many groups contact me to add to their voice during rallies or protests, and I am happy to provide my voice in my role to protect the rights of people and denounce hate in all its forms.
	Text91: I was the one councilmember in the entire East Bay who pushed for a buffer zone at Planned Parenthood to keep protestors/harassment a minimum distance away from patients and staff. Walnut Creek passed this ordinance, the first in the East Bay, and only the 3rd in all of Northern California. When harassers began using amplified noise to disrupt staff and upset patients, I led the effort to ban amplified noise, which passed in Feb, 2024.  As a strong believer in women's rights and reproductive services, I will continue to protect this right in every way. I have spoken on panels and provided our ordinance for other communities willing to take up similar buffer zone ordinances.
	Text92: I have been a supporting voice for small businesses and help any business that is looking to start. Walnut Creek has been supportive of people of color opening businesses here, and protect their rights as we do for everyone. 
In June, I made the motion at our council meeting to have city staff meet with the Building and Trades, to discuss and negotiate a Project Labor Agreement for our large Heather Farm community center and pool project. We got the 3 votes to approve staff to enter in these discussions. I had worked with B&T on how to position this to staff, and we should hear back by October/November on next steps.
	Agree to endorsement: Choice1
	Paid fees: Choice1


